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Introduction 


This encyclopedia explores the history of Africa in 
the twentieth century, during which the continent 
not only experienced profound transformations, 
but African history as a field of scholarly inquiry 
came into its own. Although the writing of African 
history goes back to the origins of the discipline of 
history itself, at the beginning of the twentieth 
century Africa was dismissed as a historical waste- 
land in the narratives of imperialist and Euro- 
centric historiography, which emphasized instead 
the civilizing impact of European activities on the 
continent, now reduced to a sub-Saharan contrap- 
tion from which North Africa was severed. 
Critiques of imperialist historiography, combined 
with nationalist struggles against colonialism that 
led to decolonization and the emergence of new 
independent nations, culminated in the rise of a 
nationalist historiography that emphasized African 
activities. Later other historiographical traditions 
emerged, influenced by a motley array of intellec- 
tual, ideological, and social movements, especially 
Marxism, feminism, poststructuralism, develop- 
ment studies, cultural studies, and environmental 
studies, which emphasized the role of class, gender, 
identity, dependency, culture, and ecology, among 
many other things, in the historical evolution of 
African societies. By the end of the twentieth 
century, therefore, African history was truly a 
house of many mansions, a vast scholarly enterprise 
with its own specialized journals, presses, and 
discourses, a subject taught in schools and 
universities across the continent and in many other 
parts of the world. This encyclopedia seeks to 
capture this intellectual ferment in African histor- 
ical studies by offering entries, especially the longer 
ones, that present critical interpretation which is 


xi 


placed in the context of the pertinent historiogra- 
phical debates. 

The twentieth century was one of the most 
tumultuous centuries in world history. Whether in 
culture and the arts, economy and society, science, 
medicine and technology, politics and ideology, 
relations of race, class and gender, demographic 
and spatial structures, environmental and epide- 
miological conditions, epistemological, theoretical 
and representational—expressive systems, the cen- 
tury was characterized by massive, complex, and 
contradictory transformations in all domains of 
human experience. It was a century of Janus-faced 
extremes. Globally the century saw the apogee of 
mass production and mass marketing, and their 
consummation in mass consumption and mass 
leisure; it inaugurated the age of mass commu- 
nication and mass education; it ushered in the era 
of mass nationalisms and mass revolts driven by 
utopian ideals. But it was also a century of mass 
hysteria and mass murder, mass oppression and 
mass poverty, mass ignorance and mass disease. 
The century of unparalleled technological and 
scientific achievement, economic prosperity and 
population growth, progressive modernization and 
globalization, was also one marked by unprece- 
dented global warfare and genocide, seemingly 
irreconcilable social and geopolitical divisions, 
major population dislocations, national and ethnic 
conflicts, racial, factional and religious chauvin- 
isms, and various manifestations of colonialism, 
authoritarianism, and totalitarianism. For all the 
epic victories won by the movements for national 
liberation, for class and gender equality, and for 
civil and human rights, the twentieth century 
nevertheless closed with the gaps between rich and 
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poor, both within and between nations, growing 
ever wider. 

What was the nature of Africa’s encounter with 
this most global of centuries — with its triumphs and 
tragedies, its accomplishments and failures, its 
passionate pronouncements and painful reversals, 
its uneven developments and complex demands? In 
what ways were the peoples and polities, the 
societies and states, the psychologies and cultures, 
the economies and ecologies, of the continent 
affected by — on the one hand — and themselves 
influenced — on the other — the changes and events 
that occurred during the century? This encyclope- 
dia seeks to survey the constellation of global and 
local forces that interacted to shape political, 
economic, social, cultural, artistic, and environ- 
mental developments and relationships within 
Africa and between Africa and the rest of the 
world. Within this framework the entries examine 
patterns across the continent and within particular 
regions and countries. A major emphasis of the 
encyclopedia is on examining and capturing how 
ordinary people’s lives changed as a result of the 
ways in which they responded to, mediated, and 
initiated the forces of change. 


Coverage and contributors 


In drawing up our list of entries we tried to balance 
breadth and depth of coverage with a number of 


other considerations. It was key to our conception 


of the encyclopedia that the entries should, unless 
clearly marked by temporal or spatial referents, 
cover the entire twentieth century; 
therefore encouraged to trace the h 
opment of the process, 
being discussed from the 
the century. 


authors were 
istorical devel- 
phenomenon, or place 
beginning to the end of 
Also, in the same vein, we wanted the 
encyclopedia to cover the entire continent, includ- 
ing North Africa, so authors were expected to draw 
examples from across the continent and make the 
pertinent interregional comparisons. 

To help us arrive at a list of entries that was 
both comprehensive and manageable, we divided 
the entries into three broad groups of different 
lengths. The first Stroup consisted of long (4,000- 
word) entries that would explore key topi 


h ; ; cs and, as 
Droad interpretive essays, 


would present the 


discussion of the phenomenon or process in 
question in its relevant historiographical context. 
Collectively these entries seek to examine the 
strengths and limitations of the epistemological 
and discursive frameworks that have informed 
analysis and debate about Africa’s twentieth- 
century experience, and identify analytical chal- 
lenges and visions for Africa, African history, and 
African studies more generally as we turn towards 
the twenty-first century. The second group, also 
covering specific topics, themes, or events, consist 
of shorter entries of 2,000 words each. In selecting 
the topics, we were guided by three considerations: 
first, that major events that had a profound impact 
on African societies were covered: second, that key 
thematic areas were covered (these included 
economic, political, social, cultural. demographic, 
and environmental transformations): and, third, 
that conventional and novel areas of African 
historical research and writing were covered. The 
third group of entries consisted of “area surveys” 
organized by region ( geographical, environmental, 
and linguistic regions, and regional integration 
schemes), country, and major city, ranging from 
3,000 words for some of the regional entries, 
through 1,000—1,500-word entries for the coun- 
tries, to 600-word entries for the cities. These 
entries were designed to examine, respectively, the 
various ways in which regions and regional 
identities in Africa were formed and developed 
over the course of the twentieth century; the 
salient economic, political, social, and cultural 
histories of each of the continent’s countries; and, 
finally, the histories of Africa’s major Cities. 

Each entry also has a “Further reading” list, 
which varies according to 


the length of the entry. 
Entries are 


also internally cross-referenced (cross- 
references are marked with small capitals), and the 
longer ones sometimes list re 


lated entries under 
the heading “See also.’ 


* All the entries aim to 
combine essential factual description with evalua- 


tion and analysis. The longer entries seek to 
outline and interrogate the theoretical frameworks 
and paradigms that have been used to analyze the 
topic in question. Overall the entries combine to 
make this an exceptionally rich collection of 
interdisciplinary analyses, firmly rooted in histor- 
ical perspectives, of the major e 


conomic, political, 


Introduction 


social, cultural, demographic, and environmental 
changes that Africa underwent in the twentieth 
century. 

The strengths of the encyclopedia lie in the team 
of editorial advisers and authors assembled. We 
were advised by a team of twenty distinguished 
historians and social scientists from Africa, Europe, 
and North America. The final list of entries was 
drawn up after extensive consultations with them. 
The advisers also suggested names of possible 
authors, and several volunteered to write some of 
the entries themselves. To ensure access to the 
widest possible pool of potential authors, we drew 
up extensive lists based on our personal contacts 
and suggestions from the editorial advisers, as well 


as advertising through many of the leading African 
history and African studies email discussion groups, 
such as H-Africa, and contacting several research 
networks, including the Council for the Develop- 
ment of Social Science Research in Africa (CO- 
DESRIA) and the US Association of African 
Studies Programs (AASP). In selecting authors we 
wanted to balance considerations of gender, nation- 
ality, career status (senior and junior scholars), 
location, and expertise. We believe we succeeded in 
assembling a team of authors whose vast knowledge 
is amply demonstrated in the text that lies before 
you. We acknowledge our indebtedness to them. 


Paul Tiyambe Zeleza and Dickson Eyoh 
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How to use this encyclopedia 


This encyclopedia is intended to offer a relatively 
comprehensive outline and survey of African 
history in the twentieth century. Written by experts 
in their fields, the entries seek to offer brief but 
authoritative analyses of the main themes in 
twentieth-century African history. They have been 
structured and organized to facilitate easy refer- 
ence and cross-reference. All the entries are 
accompanied by a “Further reading” section, 
which can be used for additional reading on the 
topic or area. Cross-references are provided both 
in the text (where they appear in bold) and in the 
“See also” sections that sometimes appear at the 
end of entries. The thematic entry list and 
comprehensive index also enable the reader to 
quickly locate other relevant entries in the 
encyclopedia. 
There are five entry sizes: 


© 600 word entries. These are short entries offering 
basic information and trends in the twentieth- 
century history of some fifty-eight major cities. 

è 1,000 word entries: These offer historical over- 
views of the continent’s fifty-three countries (the 
largest countries — such as Algeria, Democratic 
Republic of Congo, Egypt, Ethiopia, Nigeria, 
Sudan, and South Africa — are covered in 1,500 
word entries), regional and international orga- 
nizations (such as the Organization of African 


Unity and the United Nations), major lan- 
guages and linguistic communities (such as 
anglophone Africa and Arabic), and major 
ecological zones (such as the Niger Delta and 
tropical rain forest). 

2,000 word entries: These offer more in-depth 
overviews and analysis of particular events (such 
as First World War), processes (such as migrant 
labor or international trade), topics (such as 
genocides or sports), and issues (such as 
human rights or sex and sexuality). 

3,000 word entries: These offer comprehensive 
overviews and in-depth analysis of the con- 
tinent’s five regions (North Africa, West Africa, 
Central Africa, East Africa, and Southern 
Africa), and a variety of important topics and 
themes (from the Great Depression and law to 
race and ethnicity and telecommunications). 
4,000 word entries. These article-length entries 
cover major topics and themes in twentieth- 
century African history, and offer original and 
extensive analysis of the topic, theme, process, or 
phenomenon concerned. These range from 
African diasporas and agrarian change to 
visual arts and youth. As interpretive essays 
these entries seek to interrogate the pertinent 
historiographical and theoretical debates and 
offer the reader fresh analytical insights. 


Thematic entry list 


Africa and global history 


African diasporas 
Cold War 

First World War 
globalization 

Great Depression 
non-African diasporas 
Pan-Africanism 
Second World War 
Third World 


Africa and world organizations 


Commonwealth 

European Union 

Francophonie 

international financial institutions 
League of Arab States 
Non-Aligned Movement 


Organization of the Islamic Conference 
United Nations 


Countries 


Algeria 
Angola 
Benin 
Botswana 
Burkina Faso 
Burundi 
Cameroon 
Cape Verde 
Central African Republic 
Chad 
Comoros 


Congo 

Côte d'Ivoire 
Democratic Republic of Congo 
Djibouti 
Egypt 
Equatorial Guinea 
Eritrea 
Ethiopia 
Gabon 
Gambia 
Ghana 
Guinea 
Guinea-Bissau 
Kenya 
Lesotho 
Liberia 

Libya 
Madagascar 
Malawi 

Mali 
Mauritania 
Mauritius 
Morocco 
Mozambique 
Namibia 
Niger 

Nigeria 
Rwanda 

Sao Tomé and Principe 
Senegal 
Seychelles 
Sierra Leone 
Somalia 
South Africa 
Sudan 
Swaziland 
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Tanzania 
Togo 
Tunisia 
Uganda 
Zambia 
Zimbabwe 


Economic history 


agrarian change 

capitalisms and capitalists 
debt crises 

economy: colonial 

economy: post-independence 
food crises 

international trade 
manufacturing: indigenous 
manufacturing: modern 
merchants 

migrant labor 

pastoralism 

peasants 

plantation agriculture 
structural adjustment programs 
telecommunications 

trading diasporas 

transport 

workers 


Environmental history 


environmental change 
environmental movements 


Demographic history 


genocides 

health and disease 
population 

slavery 


Intellectual history 


development of African history 
intellectuals: colonial 
intellectuals: post-independence 
literature 


theater 
visual arts 


Major cities 


Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire 
Accra, Ghana 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
Alexandria, Egypt 

Algiers, Algeria 
Antananarivo, Madagascar 
Asmara, Eritrea 

Bamako, Mali 

Bangui, Central African Republic 
Banjul, Gambia 

Bissau, Guinea-Bissau 
Blantyre, Malawi 
Brazzaville, Congo 
Bujumbura, Burundi 
Bulawayo, Zimbabwe 
Cairo, Egypt 

Cape Town, South Africa 
Casablanca, Morocco 
Conakry, Guinea 
Cotonou, Benin 

Dakar, Senegal 

Dar es Salaam, Tanzania 
Douala, Cameroon 
Durban, South Africa 
Freetown, Sierra Leone 
Gaborone, Botswana 
Harare, Zimbabwe 
Ibadan, Nigeria 
Johannesburg, South Africa 
Juba, Sudan 

Kampala, Uganda 

Kano, Nigeria 

Khartoum, Sudan 

Kigali, Rwanda 

Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of Congo 
Kumasi, Ghana 

Lagos, Nigeria 

Lome, Togo 

Luanda, Angola 
Lubumbashi, Democratic Republic of Congo 
Lusaka, Zambia 

Maputo, Mozambique 


Thematic entry list 


Maseru, Lesotho 
Mbabane, Swaziland 
Mogadishu, Somalia 
Mombasa, Kenya 
Monrovia, Liberia 
Nairobi, Kenya 
N’Djamena, Chad 
Niamey, Niger 
Nouakchott, Mauritania 
Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso 
Rabat, Morocco 
Tripoli, Libya 

Tunis, Tunisia 
Windhoek, Namibia 
Yaounde, Cameroon 
Zanzibar, Tanzania 


Major ecological zones 


Great Lakes 
Niger Delta 

Rift Valley 

Sahara 

savanna 

tropical rain forest 


Major languages and linguistic communities 
anglophone Africa 
Arabic 
francophone Africa 
Fulani 

Hausa 

Lingala 

lusophone Africa 
Swahili 

Yoruba 

Zulu 


Political history 

civil society 

colonial Africa 

colonial conquest and resistance 
decolonization 

human rights 

labor movements 


law 

nationalist movements 
non-governmental organizations 
peasant movements 

refugees 

socialisms and socialists 

state: colonial 

state: post-independence 
women’s movements 


Regional histories 
Central Africa 
East Africa 

North Africa 
Southern Africa 
West Africa 


Regional integration 

African Development Bank 

Arab Maghreb Union 

Central African Federation 

Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa 
East African Community 

Economic Community of West African States 
French Equatorial Africa 

French West Africa 

Organization of African Unity 

regional integration 

Southern African Development Community 


Religious history 


African religions 

Christian reform movements 
Christianity 

Islam 


Islamic reform movements 


Social history 
alcohol and drugs 
architecture 
cinema 

dance 

education: colonial 


Thematic entry list 


education: post-independence 
families 
leisure 


radio and television 

sex and sexuality 

society: colonial 

society: post-independence 
sports 

urbanization 

youth 


Zulu 


Zulu 


of traditional poetry. In his two poetry collections — 
Inkondlo kaZulu (1935) and Amal’ezulu (1945) — 
Vilakazi employs the traditional Zulu oral artform 
to great effect in describing the plight of black 
miners. After the war C.L.S. Nyembezi published 
three exceptional novels: Mntanami! Mntanami! 
(1950), Ubudoda abukhulelwa (1953), and Inkinsela 
yase Mgungundlovu (1961). But the most remarkable 
growth in Zulu literature was in drama, starting 
with the publication of Nimrod Ndebele’s Ugubudele 
namazimuzimu (1941), followed by Mhla wakwendela 
egodini (1961) by Leonard I,J. Mncwango. 

Zulu language and literature was also affected 
by the policy of apartheid. The 1953 Bantu 
Education Act prescribed the child’s mother- 
tongue as the medium of instruction in schools. 
Although the main purpose of this was to limit the 
role of Africans in the South African economic 
structure to manual labor, it resulted in the 
creation of a fast-growing market for vernacular 
literary production. The protection of African 
languages afforded by the Act, plus the 1959 
tribalization of the higher education system by the 
establishment of the University of Zululand as a 
so-called “homeland institution,” meant that even 
minor writers now found an outlet for their work, 
which resulted in a considerable increase in the 
publication of poetry, fiction, and drama. The 
negative side of this was that the audience created 
by the apartheid regime was made up of school- 
children and semi-literate adults, a situation that 
stifled any possible growth of the sophisticated and 


ambitious literature begun by Dube, Dhlomo, and 
Vilakazi. 

History remained an inspiration for the Zulu 
literary imagination, as can be seen from publica- 
tions like Bafa baphela (1973) by Jessie Gwayi, which 
based on the woman warrior Mmanthathisi, and 
Buzani kuMkabayi (1982) by C.T. Msimang. D.B.Z. 
Ntuli, who wrote Ubheka (1961) and Jndandatho 
yasithembiso (1970) — the first radio play by a black 
author in South Africa — is perhaps the most 
representative of writers in the Zulu language 
towards the end of the twentieth century. Mazisi 
Kunene, another prominent South African writer 
who composed his plays, lyrical poems, and epics 
in isiZulu, demonstrated a sophisticated use of 
traditional Zulu concepts and imagery. Unfortu- 
nately, because of apartheid, his works were only 
available in their English self-translations. These 
included epics like Emperor Shaka the Great (1979) 
and Anthem of the Decades: A Zulu Epic (1981). 


Further reading 


Gerard, A.S. (1981) African Language Literatures, 
Washington, D.C.: Three Continents. 

Heine, B. and Nurse, D. (eds.) (2000) African 
Languages, Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press. 

Ntuli, D.B. and Swanepoel, C.F. (1993) Southern 
African Literature in African Languages, Pretoria: 
Acacia Books. 
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African Development Bank (AfDB) 4 5 
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African National Congress (ANC) 62 
church involvement 79 
Lesotho 324 
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African religions see religions, African 
African socialism 66 
African Union (AU) 410, 465, 466, 467 
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Afro-Marxism 493-4 
see also Marxism 
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Afropessimism 501, 531 
agrarian change 18-24 
agriculture 
agrarian change 18-24 
capitalism 65 
Chad 77 
Comoros 118 
environmental change 191-2 
food security 217-20 
Guinea-Bissau 253 
Mali 346 
migrant labor 363 
Morocco 368 
pastoralism 418-24 
peasant movements 425-8 
peasants 428-34 
plantations 434-7 
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post-independence economics 170, 172 
Ahidjo, Ahmadou 60-1 
Ahmadi movement 288-9 
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post-independence economics 173 
Third World concept 558 
Aidoo, Ama Ata 335 
AIDS (Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome) 262 
Afropessimism 501-2 
Botswana 51 
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Ajayi, J. Ade 101 
Ake, Claude 242 
Akomphrah, John 93 
Akosombo hydroelectric dam 237 
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al-Afghani, Jamal al-Din 293 
al-Qaddafi, Muammar 328, 492, 569-70 
al-Qulaybi, al-Shazli 318 
al-Sunnusi, King Idris 327 
alcohol 24-7 
Alexandria 27-8 
Algeria 28-30 

Algiers 30-1 

Arab Maghreb Union 36-8 

decolonization 138 

education 177 

first phase of African nationalism 386 

labor movements 310 

music 376 

North Africa 404-8 

socialism 492 
Algiers 30-1 
alienation, land 511—12 
All-African People’s Conference 73 
Americanization, African diasporas 11 
Americas, African diasporas 9-1 1 
Amin, Idi 157, 159, 235, 300, 575 
Amin, Samir 109, 241, 363 
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ANC see African National Congress 
Andriamanjato, Richard 343 
Anglican Church 85 
anglophone Africa 31-3 

Cameroon 60 

cinema 90 

media 442-3 

theater 550 
Angola 33-5 

architecture 40 

decolonization 138 

Luanda 337-8 
animal husbandry 418, 420 
Anjouan 117 
Annan, Kofi 238 
Antananarivo 35-6 
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anti-apartheid movements 62 
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Antonian Movement 77 
apartheid 62, 297 
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Group Areas Act (1950) 152-3 
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migrant labor 363 
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South Africa 509 
United Nations 577 
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Arab Maghreb Union (AMU) 36-8, 407 
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Arab Summit 318 
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